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THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.  S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use. or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
orricc  or  thb  adjutant  okncnal 

WASH  I  NO  TON,  D.C.  £01 1C 


DAAC-PAP-A  (M)  (9  Jun  72)  DAPD-OTT  (711246) 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  212th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  for  tha  Pariod  Ending  30  April  1971  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


This  material  coatafea  {■formation  affecting 
the  national  defense  of  the  United  State* 
within  the  nieaeing  of  Ik*  Fapionago  I.nwa 
(Title  18,  U.S.C.,  *eu'ionfc  7»3  and  7»4), 
the  tranamiaaioa  or  rarelatio*  af  which  in 
any  manner  to  an  maanthoriaad  person  ia 
prohibited  by  law,.  _ _ 

1.  The  attached  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In 
accordance  with  para  4b,  AR  323-13. 


2.  Tha  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure 
that  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to  the  benefit 
of  future  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training 
material. 


3.  Information  of  actions  Initiated  as  a  result  of  your  evaluation 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
ATTN:  DAFD-OTT  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  this  letter. 
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Phnunmirr  V  TMI  IMF 
Headquarters  212th  Coabct  Aviation  Battalion 
"Wings  of  FrtedcsP 
mar  9631*9 


AVBAI-BC  U  Mgr  1971 

81BJB0T 1  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  tho  212th  Coid>at  Aviation 

Battalion  far  tho  Period  fading  30  April  1971,  RC8  C8TCR«65  (R2)  (0) 


2  -  CDICWAIUAC  ATTN*  OPOP-OT  APO  96598 

3  -  00  ,  UBARV  ATTN l  AVHD0-D6T  APO  9637$ 

2  -  00,  lot  Aviation  Brigade  ATTNi  AVBAOO  APO  9638U 
5  -  CO,  Uth  Ceabat  Aviation  droop  ARM  l  AVBAf«00  963U9 


1*  (C)  Operationo  1  Slgnlf leant  Aetivitioo 

a.  On  15  Decoder  1970,  tho  262d  Aviation  Gonpany  (AH)  eondootod  a  grad¬ 
uation  exercioe  for  tho  twenty  (20)  VHAF  piloti  they  had  boon  traininc  under 
tho  Inprovonont  and  Modernisation  Fbogran*  Tho  TRAP  piloto  arrived  on  6 
Soptonbor  1970  and  had  flown  a  total  of  3651  houro  up  to  the  graduation  date* 

b.  On  29  January  1971,  tho  first  aircraft  of  tho  262d  Aviation  Conpony 
(AH)  departed  for  Hong  Ha  XVN  to  ootabllah  a  forward  bate  area  In  support  of 
AKVH  I  Corps  Advisory  Group  for  tho  IAN  8GM  719  Operation* 

0#  On  30  January  1971,  tho  rowinlng  oooadtwnt  for  tho  282d  Aviation 
Company  (AH)  arrivod  at  the  Hong  Ha  forward  position*  Tho  unit  operated  fr<si 
LX  Xiwi  with  eight  (8)  UH-lH'o  and  Urea  (3)  OH-iC'e. 


d.  On  12  February  1971,  the  131at  Aviation  Coapany  (SA)  began  flying  in 
diroct  support  of  the  Ult  SOM  719  Operation*  larller,  the  intelligonoo  ob¬ 
tained  tram  the  regular  reoonaaiaoanoe  niaoiona  of  the  131at  Aviation  Coevany 
(8A)  in  Militaxy  Region  I  and  tho  Steel  Tiger  legion  had  been  used  in  the 
initial  phase  of  Operation  LAH  SOM  719* 


e.  On  1  March  1971,  an  0-1  aircraft  free  tho  21st  Aviation  Coapany  (01) 
vhllo  operating  near  tho  abandoned  airetrlp  at  Khai  Hue  oaae  under  snail  area 
fixe*  The  pilot  took  evasive  action  bet  one  hit  was  received*  The  bullet 
enter od  tho  right  door  passing  through  the  east  and  the  pilots  leg*  Although 
ecriously  wounded  tho  pilot  was  able  to  — aircraft  oontrol  until  the 
Ubowvcr  could  position  the  rear  controls  and  taka  over  oontrol  of  the  aircraft* 
Tho  observer  flow  the  aircraft  book  to  Cha  Lai  Cowbat  Base,  lined  the  aircraft 
up  on  short  final  and  tho  pilot  was  able  to  land  tho  sixer  aft  without  further 
dosage  or  Injury  to  tho  aircraft,  cboarvsc  or  hinsolf  * 


f •  On  $  March  1971,  the  five  ($)  0B-58A  aircraft  and  ores  of  the  XXIV  Corps 
Artillery  Sootion,  which  wore  attached  to  the  62d  Aviation  Ccepaigr  (Corps) 
wore  subsequently  transferred  book  to  the  106th  ArtUlsry  Or  cup*  These 
aircraft  and  orews  were  originally  attached  on  1  October  1970* 
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AVBAY-BC  11  May  1971 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Kaport  -  Lessons  Learned  of  tha  212th  Coabat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  tha  Period  Ending  30  April  1971,  ICS  CSFOH-63  (12)  (U) 

g*  On  9  March  1971,  an  OV-1  aircraft  froa  tha  131st  Aviation  Coapany  (  A) 
caM  under  extenalve  371M  anti-aircraft  flra  resulting  In  tha  coaplata 
destruction  of  tha  right  vertical  atabllaar  and  a  portion  of  tha  right  hor- 
laontal  atabllaar*  Tha  pilot  auccessfully  brought  tha  aircraft  under  control, 
flaw  to  Da  Nang  Air  Fore  a  Base  and  landed  without  further  incident* 

h.  On  3  April  1971,  fifteen  (13)  rounds  of  eneay  eighty- two  allllaeters 
(82MM)  aortar  flra  lap  acted  In  tha  lied  lata  vicinity  of  the  131st  Aviation 
Coapany  (SA)  at  Fhu  Bal  with  negative  casualties  and  negative  dsaaga. 

1.  On  30  April  1971,  tha  Forward  Looking  Infrared  (FLU)  Detachaent 
Provisional  APO  96213  was  assigned  to  HHC,  212th  Coabat  Aviation  Battalion  on 
Latter  Orders  #137,  Headquarters,  1st  Aviation  Brigade  dated  19  April  1971, 
as  a  Permanent  Change  of  Station.  Headquarters,  212th  Coabat  Aviation 
Battalion  Special  Orders  #17  dated  30  April  1970  further  assigned  the  PL1K 
Detachaent  to  the  2S2d  Aviation  Coapany  (AH)  located  at  Marble  Mountain 
Air  Facility* 

J*  Organisational  structure  and  unit  location  are  attached  at  Inclosure  1* 

k.  Changes  of  coaasnd  and  principle  staff  positions  within  the  212th 
Coabat  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  reporting  period  are  attached  at  Inclosure  2* 

1*  The  212th  Coabat  Aviation  Battalion  and  subordinate  units  authorised 
and  present  for  duty  strength  are  attached  at  Inclosure  3* 

a.  Type  aircraft,  nuaber  authorised  and  on  hand  for  the  212th  Coabat 
Aviation  Battalion  and  subordinate  units  are  attached  at  Inclosure  4. 

n*  Results  of  operations  conducted  by  subordinate  units  during  the 
reporting  period  are  attached  at  Inclosure  3* 

o.  A  Sunary  of  Significant  Eneay  Engageaent  by  subordinate  units  of  the 
212th  Coabat  Aviation  Battalion  are  attached  at  Inclosure  6* 

p.  Awards  and  Decorations  awarded  to  aaabers  to  the  212th  Coabat  Aviation 
Battalion  are  attached  at  Inclosure  7. 

q.  Personnel  of  the  212th  Coabat  Aviation  Battalion  that  died  during  their 
assignment  are  attached  at  Inclosure  8. 

r.  Events  of  Historical  Significances 

(1)  On  27  Nov  1971,  the  39th  81gnal  Detacbssent  was  released  from  the 
220th  Aviation  Coapany  (UA)  at  Fhu  Bal,  iVN  and  reassigned  to  HHC,  212th  CAB 
at  Marble  Mountain  Air  Facility,  Da  Nang,  IVN  as  per  Special  Order  #23, 
Headquarters,  212th  Coabat  Aviation  Battalion,  dated  29  Nov  1970. 

(2)  On  1  Jan  1971,  tha  116th  Aviation  Coapany  (AH)  was  reassigned  to 
the  23rd  Infantry  Division  at  Chu  Lai  Coabat  Base  as  per  C0U8MACV  Message, 
dated  1602232  Dec  1970. 
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SIEJEGT  i  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  Period  Kndiag  30  April  1971#  BOS  C8FQR*45  (R2)  (U) 

(3)  On  2  Jan  1971  tho  T0-3A  Detachment  m s  reassigned  to  the  73rd 
Aviation  Company  (SA)  at  Long  Thar.,  RVN  at  per  USARV  message  2606582  Deo 
1970. 


(U)  On  1  Feb  1971#  C  Troop#  3rd  Squadron#  17th  Air  Cavalry  nos 
reassigned  to  tho  1/5  Moch  Bde  as  per  Oeneral  Order  Hd9  Headquarters 
1st  Aviation  Brigade  dated  17  Jan  1971* 

(5)  On  ?7  Feb  .1971#  ohe  Dong  Ha  eoaqpound  Mas  hit  by  rockets  it  eortars. 
negative  damage  to  LZ  Kiwi  or  the  282d  Aviation  Company  (AH)  personnel 
stationed  there  at  tho  time. 

(6>  On  U  Mar  1971#  an  CAT -IB  aircraft  of  the  131st  Aviation  Company 
(SA )  crafthod  3  miles  south  of  Phu  Bal#  KVN  airfield  upon  returning  from  a 
mission,  The  pilot  &  the  observer  ejected  over  the  airfield.  The  pilot# 

CPT  -Jamu»  J,  SWock,  mss  killed  when  hie  paraohute  failed  to  deploy.  The 
observer  iandec  safely  on  the  airfield  ramp  with  only  a  minor  ankle  injury. 

(7 )  On  6  Mar  1971#  the  l5bth  Medical  Detaofamont  ms  reassigned  from 
the  17th  Combat  Aviation  Qroup  to  the  HHC #  212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
as  per  Oeneral  Order  #1913#  Headquarters#  let  Aviation  Brigade. 

(6)  On  10  April  1971,  the  212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  vosasaigned 
to  tho  13  th  Combat  Aviation  Croup  as  pur  Oeneral  Order  #3395#  Headquarters# 
let  Aviation  Brigade#  dated  18  April  1971. 

(9)  On  16  Apr  1971#  seven  (7)  personnel  reeeived  miner  injuries 
during  a  rocket  attack  on  tho  282nd  Aviation  Company  (AH)  area  at  Marble 
Mountain  Air  Facility#  Da  Nang#  RVN, 

(10)  On  28  Arr  1973#  a  Warrant  Officer  pilot  of  the  262d  Aviation 
Company  (AH)  sustained  a  fatal  head  Injury  by  miking  into  tho  tail  rotor  of 
a  UH-1H  uhile  performing  a  Miirrbenanoo  Operational  Chock. 

(11)  From  early  Fobruary  1971  to  early  April  1971  the  Republic  of 
Vietnam  engaged  enemy  forces  in  South  Vietnam  and  Leo*  during  operation  LAM 
SO If  719#  The  212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  operating  from  seven  widely 
separated  locations  conducted  a  variety  of  day  and  night  support  missions  in 
marginal  weather  and  subject  to  frequent  hostile  fire.  During  the  course  of 
14M  SON  7*5  the  212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  flew  6622  ooobat  hours#  772L 
sorties  carrying  lU,O02  troops#  and  moving  over  30  tone  of  cargo.  During 
this  earns  ported  one  hundred  thirty  five  (135)  aircraft  were  shot  at  with 
nine  (9)  receiving  hits  and  oaOy  (1)  aircraft  loss.  Visual  Reconnaissance 
by  subordinate  units  accounted  for  sighting  720  ensmy  soldiers#  61  trucks# 

51  anti-elraraft  positions  end  52  tanks.  The  valorous  and  dedicated  • 
performance  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  materially  assisted  tho 
Vietnamera  Faeces  in  the  14*  30*  7TB  contest  operations, 
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8IBJBCT1  Operational  Report  -  Leeaona  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  tho  Period  Ending  30  Ajfil  1971,  R08  CSFCR-65  (12)  (0) 

2«  (0)  Uaaoos  Loarnodi  Coamndera  Observation,  Evaluations  and  Rseameoda- 

tiOM* 


a*  Personnel! 

(1)  Oritloal  MOB  Shortages! 

(a)  Observation  1  Tha  131ft  Aviation  Coapaoy  (AS)  la  experiencing 
shortages  of  pereonnel  in  tha  following  MOB  t  35*0  (Avionics  Navigation 
Equipeent  Repaiman),  3$M20  (ATionloa  Flight  Control  Equipment  Repaiman), 

35*20  (Avioniea  Mechanic),  3$B20  (OonpUa/BCN  Rapalraan).  26*0  (Aorlal  Radar 
Surveillanoe  Rapalraan),  261120  (Infrared  Repaiman),  71F20  (Operations  Clerk), 
96D20  (Iaagery  Interpreter),  17L20  (Aerial  Observer*,  68QU0  (Alrfraaa  Rapalraan 
Supervisor),  67820  (Craw  Chiaf  ),  76020  (Haotrloal  Rapalraan),  68120  (fropellsr 
Repairman),  and  68020  (Alrfraaa  Rapalraan), 

(b)  Evaluations  Due  to  tha  priority  of  the  unit1  *  alee  Ion  and  complexity 
of  alroraft  and  aeneare,  it  la  oeeantlal  that  personnel  oritieal  to  alaaion 
oonplation  be  aalntalned  at  or  near  authorised  strength  levels* 

(0)  Reocaaandationi  That  tha  aritlaal  skill  requiraaants  of  CRF-l  units 
be  given  priority  far  re-aesiganant  of  paraonnal  froa  stagddewn.  unite  and 
that  tha  acrosa-the-board  early  feop  pollay  currently  in  effect  be  reeval¬ 
uated  with  the  intent  0 1  developing  a  selective  eor  searing  process  to  retain 
oritloal  skills  essential  to  nisaion  aooaapUetesnt* 

(d)  Coaaand  Action!  Continue  to  advise  higher  headquarters  on  unit 
personnel  status* 

(2)  Critical  NOB  Shortages  1 

(a)  Observation!  A/228th  Aviation  Caanaay  (ASH)  is  experiencing  shortages 
of  personnel  in  the  following  MO61  71B20  (Clerk  Typist),  63B20  Otieeled 
Vehicle  Msohanlo),  67U20  (CB-U7  Crew  Chief),  U|B20  (Mushlnist),  3SK20  (Avionios 
MKhanio),  39120  (Avionios  Como  Equipment  Rapalraan),  35M20  (Avionios 
lUvlgatlon  Equine mt  Repaiman),  35*20  (Avionios  Flight  Control  Repaiman), 
35P40  (Avlonlo  Equlneent  Maintenance  Supervisor),  and  68820  (Alroraft 
fydraulio  Rapalraan)* 

(b)  Evaluation!  A/22 8th  Aviation  Coapaay  was  reaantly  transferred  from 
the  1st  Cavalrv  Division  to  the  1st  Aviation  Brig  ads*  It  Is  oonflgured 

as  an  orggnie  Jueaelt  Support  Company  whloh  receives  considerable  support 
trm  its  parent  headquarters*  Aviation  oonpanlse  of  tha  Brigade  are 
ganited  to  operate  independently  thus  requiring  a  greater  fill  of  theea 
oritloal  KB  to  achieve  and  auetaln  a  aatisfaetcry  Mission  rsadiaass  posttars* 

(0)  Rsoonandationss  A  partial  fill  of  these  NOB  ahertagea  under  tha 
1st  Aviation  Brigade  would  alleviate  the  problem  temporarily*  A  nore  equitable 
distribution  of  Chinook  NOB  peraonnel  should  be  emphasised  at  higher  sanmnd 
levels,  4 
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8IBJBOT1  Opor.it  lonal  Kopoart  -  Uiaooi  Learned  of  tba  812th  CoAat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  tha  Pariod  fadiig  30  April  1971#  808  CSFCR-65  (82)  (0) 

(d)  Oonand  Aotioni  RadUtrlbutioo  of  atatia  available  within  tha 
Battalion  haa  baan  node  and  ooauuktara  at  hlfhar  larala  of  oowmnd  will 
ba  leapt  Infonmd  of  eontinuinc  noada  and  ohaagee* 

b*  Intelligence  1  None 

a#  Oparationa* 

(1)  Target  Idantifioatlon  Pilot  (TIP)  Quail  float  lone 

(a)  Obeenratiom  In  tha  paat  nargr  enMjr  targata  hare  not  boon  taken 
under  fire  due  to  tha  lack  of  experience  of  tha  0-1  pilote  to  oall  In  and 
direct  Tadtiool  Air  Strlfcoa#  Thaae  targata  laolnda  truck*,  snowy  personnel, 
tonka  and  active  anti-aircraft  positions* 

(b)  Evaluation*  Additional  in-eountrjr  training  oan  ba  node  arailabla 
which  would  onatle  0-1  pilote  to  diraot  high  parforwanca  aircraft  againat 
onewjr  targets*  All  too  frequently*  before  tha  Air  Foraa  oould  place  a  FAC 
on  otatioo,  tha  target  hoc  evaded  hrtlmr  detection* 

(o)  Raoonaandationi  That  as  may  aa  poealbla  0-1  pilote  ba  trained  for 
directing  Air  Fcrco  Tactical  Filter  Aircraft*  Tha  220th  Aviation  Ccwpany 
(UA)  haa  aada  contact  with  tha  US  Air  Faroe  FAC  contingent  oolooated  at 
Rm  3al,  gW,  wheroby  training  would  be  given  if  approval  oan  ba  obtained* 

(d)  Conoid  Action  1  A  letter  regarding  approval  will  bo  prepared  and 
forwarded  thru  channel*  to  higher  headquarters* 

(2)  Utilisation  and  Raquirananta  for  UtUlty/Oargo  Fixed  Wing  Aircraft, 

(a)  Obeervatloni  Uao  of  tha  U-dA  (Beaver)  alroraft  haa  raaultad  in  a 
rapid  and  regular  turn-in  and  UL  of  erlanlos  equipment*  Down  tine  on  nicaion 
essential  avlootoa  equipment  has  daareaaad  daa  to  this  mane  of  transportation 
to  and  trm  the  avionics  general  support  facilities* 

(b)  Svaluatlon:  Storting  in  nid-Fatrua ry  1971#  the  212th  CAB  initiated 
an  "on-oaU"  availability  of  a  U-dA  to  be  used  for  transporting  repair  parte 
and  equipment  to  distant  OS  units  located  at  fang  Tan  and  Tuy  Hoa*  This 
program  increased  the  availability  of  signal  and  avionics  items  and  deereased 
the  down  tins  of  equipment  needing  parte* 

(c)  lUoonmandationi  That  the  U-dA  or  other  cargo  FA  aircraft  be  retained 
for  tnn  purpose  of  -Supporting  tha  131et  Aviation  Company  (AS)* 

(d)  Oawuand  Action:  Continue  to  inforn  let  Aviation  Brigade  of  tha  needs 
for  cargo  fixed  wing  alroraft* 

(3)  Utilisation  of  O-l  alroraft  at  night  1 
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iT*iI-BC  U  !*jr  071 

SUBJECT  t  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  tho  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1971*  RCS  C8PQR-6$  (R2)  (0) 

(a)  Observation!  During  the  high  threat  period*  around  tho  Chu  Lai  Base* 
tho  2d  Platoon,  21at  Aviation  Company,  which  support#  the  Anerleal  Dlrlalon, 
wno  tasked  to  provide  visual  reconnoiasono#  on  a  twenty  four  (2U)  hour  basis* 
Thu  night  visual  reoomaissanee  being  rocket/raortar  watch  around  the  Ora  Lai 
coMpioac# 


(b)  Evaluatloni  The  mission  of  roekot/nortar  watch  around  tho  Chu  Lai 
complex  was  to  be  a  .tactical  deterred  The  conoept  was  that  If  the  ensqy 
heard  or  saw  tho  alreraft  it  would  not  fire  the  rockets  nr  mortars  for  fear 
of  being  spotted*  The  onemy  did  not  hositato  to  fire  rookete  on  Many  occasion 
with  the  aircraft  overhead,  The  0-1' s  wero  not  the  only  aircraft  performing 
the  mission  of  rookot/mortar  watch.  Elements  of  Air  Cav  Troops  and  assault 
holiooptor  companies  wore  also  in  the  aroa*  In  addition  to  the  alreraft, 
prearranged  artillery  would  Immediately  bo  fired  once  incoming  rookete/mortere 
wore  rocelvod*  Tho  0-1,  being  unarmed  and  not  controlling  the  prearranged 
artillery  woe  given  last  priority  for  developing  the  situation.  Tho  mission 
was  additionally  lneffeotive  in  that  the  helioopters  operating  In  ths  sons 
aroa  always  had  priority  and  performed  the  same  function.  Ths  Inability  to 
obtain  pinpoint  coordinates  at  night  further  decreased  the  effeotlvoneee  of 
the  0-1  aircraft  ns  a  tactical  deterrent* 

(o)  Rec emendation «  That  the  0-1  aircraft  not  be  utilised  during  the 
ho  arc  of  darkness  when  othor  aircraft  ere  duplicating  the  same  funetlono  end 
have  priority  over  tho  area.  If  the  0-1  Is  uaod,  the  controlling  agency 
should  cooriinat'j  all  othur  aircraft  operating  In  the  area  In  regards  to 
call  signs,  frequencies,  operational  procedures,  and  responsibilities* 

(d)  Conrjand  Aotiont  Supported  headquarters  will  continue  to  be  advised 
of  the  mission  capabilities  of  the  0-1  aircraft  and  recommendations  will 
continue  to  bo  made  as  to  effective  utilisation,  elimination  of  problem 
areqj  end  ha  sards  to  personnel  and  equipment. 

Ol)  Utilisation  of  dual  controls  provided  in  0-1  aircraft. 

(a)  Observation!  An  unnecessary  tragedy  cr  accident  may  be  easily 
prevented  by  utilising  the  dual  controls  provided  for  the  observer  in  0-1 
qircroft* 

(b)  Evaluation!  On  1  Arch  1971,  a  pilot  of  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  was  seriously  wourdmd  by  enosy  ground  fir*.  He  wu  able  to  maintain 
control  of  the  aircraft-  tong  enough  to  allow  the  observer  to  position  tho 
dual  controls  sad  take  control  of  the  aircraft*  The  ebserww  bad  only  been 
In  the  0-1  threo  times  prior  to  the  Incident,  however,  he  had  received 
rudimentary  Instructions  on  how  to  handle  ths  aircraft#  He  was  able  to  fly 
the  aircraft  back  to  Chm.  Lai  where  the  pilot,  nearly  unoonseious  from  loss 
of  blood,  was  able  to  aseune  control  and  land  the  aircraft* 
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AVBAT-eC  U  %  W1 

SUBJECT  i  Operational  Report  -  Lenoni  Learned  of  the  212th  Conbet  Arlatlon 

Battalion  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1971#  RC8  CSFGR-65  (R 2)  (0) 

(e)  Recommendation  i  That  the  dual  oontrole  provided  in  the  0-1  aircraft 
be  poeltloned  for  use  euboequent  to  take  off  and  a  brief  orientation  on  uae 
of  oontrole  and  aye  tens  be  given  to  all  observers  on  oombat  missions*  It  la 
farther  rocomnondod  that  the  oontrole  not  bo  plaood  la  poeitlon  daring  take 
off  and  landing  unloee  a  rated  aviator  oooupiee  the  rear  seat* 

(d)  Comand  Actions  AH  0-1  unite  within  thla  o amend  havo  boon  odvleod 
of  the  recommendation  for  utilising  the  rear  oontrole  and  havo  Implement od 
each  policy. 

(5)  Altitude  Flying 

(a)  Observations  Tho  normal  VR  altitude  of  1500  feet  AOL  oan  be  highly 
off  active  if  tho  aerial  observer  la  equipped  with  a  pair  of  blnooulara. 

Tho  advantages  of  flying  above  tho  email  ana  affective  range  la  quite 
apparent.  However#  at  1500  foot  AOL  vulnerability  to  larger  anti-aircraft 
weapons  including  .51  oal#  23m  and  37m  remains  of  considerable  concern. 

(b)  Evaluations  In  most  ease*  the  Observer  la  not  equipped  with  binoc¬ 
ulars.  Evon  with  tho  trained  eye*  camouflaged  targets  ere  not  easily  seen 
at  tho  1500  ft  AOL  altitude  without  optical  aids 

(o)  Recommendation  *  Supported  unite  provide  all  aerial  observers  with 
binoculars,  A  compromise  exists  as  to  altitude  end  mission!  A  dual  ship 
mission  can  bo  employed  using  one  aircraft  with  an  experienced  observer 
flying  at  low  level  (tree  top  -  nap  of  the  earth)  and  a  second  aircraft  at 
2500-3000  feet  AGL  acting  os  covor. 

(d)  Command  Actions 

(1)  The  hazards  of  low  level  flying  normally  far  outweighs  the  possible 
increased  value  of  such  missions  and  will  not  be  employed  except  under 
strict  toot  leal  necessity. 

(2)  Supported  unite  havo  been  requested  to  provide  binoculars  far  all 
obeervors. 

(6)  Secure  FM  Radio 

(a)  Obervation:  That  the  use  of  a  secure  means  of  FM  voice 
communications  reiuoe  the  effectiveness  of  mission  accomplishment. 

(b)  Evaluations  0-1  secure  voice  operations  la  liaison  with  Any  gun- 
ships#  Air  faro#  FAC  &  TAG  Air  operations  havs  encountered  Halting  factors. 

Tbs  difficulty  in  obtaining  and  utilising  required  different  key  lists  and 
subsequently  keying  the  KX-28  effectively  rednocs  the  flexibility  factor 
roqiirsd  for  the  widest  operational  smploy— nt  of  the  0-1. 
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AVBAT-BC  11  May  1971 

SUBJECT :  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1971*  RCS  CSFCR-65  (R2)  (U) 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  KY-28  utilisation  be  directed  toward  organic 
unit  operations,  and  that  clrce  wheel' or  similar  low  level  voice  codes  be 
employed  for  inter-unit  FM  voice  liaison. 

(d)  Connand  Action:  The  establishment  of  a  secure  base  frequency  has 
reduced  the  requirement  for  secure  voice  and  the  passing  of  essential  fre¬ 
quencies  and  information  is  accomplished  more  readily. 

(7)  Delay  in  clearance  time 

(a)  Observation:  Artillery  units  are  extremely  slow  in  registering 
and  firing  on  targets  of  opportunity.  In  many  cases,  a  grid  clearance  is 
given  although  friendly  maneuver  elements  are  still  within  the  grid  area 
and.^iag^  times  registration  missions  are  cancelled  because  clearance  was  not 


(b)  Evaluation:  That  delays  are  costly  in  time,  material  and  man  Inure 
as  well  as  lost  targets  of  opportunity* 

(c)  Recommendation  t  That  the  supported  artillery  units  attenpt  to 

find  more  axpedious  means  for  obtaining  clearances  for  registration  and  target 
of  opportunity  missions. 

(d)  Connand  Action:  All  supported  field  artillery  headquarters  have 
been  informed  of  the  tactical  consideration  and  loss  of  mission  effectiveness 
in  untimely  delays  obtaining  clearance  to  fire. 

d.  Organisation: 

(1)  Increase  in  T0t£  Avionics  Personnel 

(a)  Obervatlon:  Under  TO  1-2$7F  the  0-1  units  of  this  connand  are 
authorised  only  two  avionics  personnel.  The  laereasdd  level  6f  assigned 
0-1  aircraft,  but  without  Increased  avionics  personnel^  places  the  220th 
Aviation  Company  (BA)  in  a  strikingly  short  handed  avionics  maintenance 
posture. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  220th  Aviation  Company  (BA)  presently  has  sixty-two 
(62)  FM,  thirty-one  (31)  US’  and  thirty-one  (31)  AIT  radios  which  are 
utilised  almoet  daily.  Without  cawmnlcation  the  0-1  mission  la  impossible 
and  the  loss  of  any  avionics  sever ly  reduces  the  mission  accomplishment . 

(o)  Recommendation:  That  the  TCB  1-257F  be  Increased  to  minimum  of 
four  to  six  (U-6)  avionics  personnel  to  provide  a  satisfactory  level  of 
functional  avion ioa. 

(d)  Command  lotion  t  That  the  reoamendation  will  be  considered  and 
higher  levels  of  oonmand  will  be  informed  of  the  additional  avionics 
personnel  requirements  . 

e.  Training:  Ions.  ■ 
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AVBAY-BC  v  11  May  1971 

SUBJECT  :  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  at  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1971,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

f*  Logistics 

(1)  Repair  kits  for  Side  Looking  Airborne  Radar 

(a)  Observations:  The  13l3t  Aviation  Company  (SA)  has  experienced  mech¬ 
anical  problems  with  the  block  assembly  FSK  5881-858-5931  used  In  the  inflight 
processing  of  SLAR  iinagery.  Frequent  failures  cf  the  bearing  assembly 
FSH  58i*l  -908-^028  cud  gear  case  aid  motor  have  p&agued  the  unit’s  operations • 

<fr>  Evaluation:  The  unit  doos  not  have  the  capability  to  repair  the 
block  assembly  except  for  minor  malfunctions.  TJhen  unrepairable  at  the  unit 
level,  the  block  must  be  dispatched  through  the  317th  LEM  at  Vung  Tau  to 
COHU3.  Delays  of  up  to  six  months  have  been  experienced  through  this  system. 

(c)  Recommendation :  Repair  kits  consisting  of  the  bearing  assembly  and 
gear  case  motor  should  be  made  available  to  unit  level  to  alleviate  the 
necessity  of  dispatching  critical  items  to  COISTJB  far  repair. 

(d)  Command  Action:  The  131st  Aviation  Comparer  (SA)  has  requested 
repair  kits  through  supply  channels  without  Success. 

(2)  Ifartin-Br.kor  J-5  Ejection  Seat 

(a)  Observation:  The  time  release  mechanism  in  the  Martin -Baker  J-5 
Ejection  Seat  requires  calibration  every  90  days  with  the  13UGT10L1  test 
unit.  Calibration  of  this  test  unit  is  presently  being  accomplished  by  the 
7A3  USAF  RTAB,  Udarn,  Thailand  every  180  days. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Calibration  of  the  testing  mechanism  should  be 
accomplished  at  US  level. 

(c)  Recommendation:  The  lU2nd  Transportation  Company  should  be  equipped 
with  the  necessary  equipment  to  cal'brate  the  13bP710ul  test  unit. 

Calibration  of  test  device  should  be  performed  through  normal  support  channels. 

(d)  Command  Action:  The  Commanding  Officer  lU2nd  TC  has  been  advised 
of  the  DS  inability  to  provide  adequate  support  far  the  Martin-Baker  J-5 
Ejection  Seat. 

(3)  Protective  Clothing  and  Equipment 

(a)  Observation:  The  following  critical  issue  items  arc  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  in  sufficient  quantity  and/or  appropriate 
sites:  Nomex  gloves,  Novex  flight  suits,  Leather  boots  and  stroba  lights. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  Nomex  flight  suite,  leather  boots  and  Nomex  gloves 
are  the  prescribed  uniform  for  crew  members  while  participating  in  aerial 
flight.  Some  crew  members  have  been  observed  wearing  jungle  boots  due  to 
nonavilabillty  of  leather  boots. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  the  subject  of  prescribed  flight  gear  receive 
command  emphasis. 
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SUBJECT :  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 
Battlion  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1971,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (R2)  (U) 

(d)  Command  Actions  A  check  was  made  to  insure  that  all  items  were  on 
valid  requisition  and  that  follow  up  action  had  been  taken.  Recent  changes 
in  supply  procedures  will  allow  consolidation  of  requisitions  at  Battalion 
level  to  be  processed  thru  11th  Combat  Aviation  Group. 

(U)  Shortage  of  film  and  chemicals  for  the  131st  Aviation* Company  'iA ) 
(OV-1) 

(a)  Observation:  The  present  supply  system  has  failed  to  provide  the 
required  chemicals  and  film  on  a  timely  basis  which  is  essential  to  the 
completion  of  the  131st  Aviation  Company  (SA)  primary  mission. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Despite  the  repeated  submission  of  requisitions, 
continuing  reconciliation  and  follow  up  action,  the  supply  of  monoba$fe 
would  have  been  exhausted  on  two  (2)  separate  occasions.  In  both  incidents, 
the  131st  Aviation  Ccmpary  (SA)  made  arrangements  outside  of  normal  supply 
channels  and  picked  up  supplies  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay  in  an  OT-1  aircraft. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  higher  logistical  commands  arrange  to 
replenish  needed  film  and  chemicals  on  a  timely  basis  through  normal 
supply  channels, 

(d)  Command  Action:  Supply  channels  have  been  alerted  to  the 
complexity  of  the  problem  area,  and  consistent  liaison  is  maintained  to 
insure  timely  requistioning  and  proopt  issue  and/or  stockage  of  required 
supplies  * 

(5)  Wing  mount  camera  system  for  0-1  airoraft. 

(a)  Observation*  Duo  to  standdown  of  US  Air  Farce  units,  photo 
reconnaissance  support  has  been  severly  limited, 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  0-1  aircraft  can  perform  limited  photo  reconnaissance 
missions  utilizing  a  wing  mounted  camera  rystem  s-’ch  as  the  KA-39.  The 
present  MTQE,  1-257F  dated  10  May  1967  deleted  the  requirement  and 
authorization  for  a  wing  mounted  camera.  The  KA-39  is  obsolete  by  Amy 
standards  and  parts  are  not  available  with  which  to  repair  the  cameras 

on  hand.  Numerous  requests  are  received  ty  0-1  Units  for  photo  missions 
of  point  and  strip  targets.  The  hand  held  camera  can  perform  a  limited  - 
function  but  does  not  produce  the  detailed  coverage  per  frame, 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  parts  be  made  vailable  to  units  utilizing 
the  KA-39  wing  mounted  camera.  That  0-1  aircraft  units  be  given  authori¬ 
zation  by  MTQE  far  replacement  of  the  KA-39  camera. 

(d)  Connand  Action*  A  request  through  channels  has  been  made  that 

any  KA-39  cameras  and/or  parte  that  become  available  as  U^.  Army  0-1  Units 
stand  down  be  transferred  to  this  oonnand. 
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(6)  Requisition  Cancellations 


(a)  Observation:  During  a  ninety  (90)  day  period,  the  131st  Aviation 
Company  (SA)  experienced  a  seventy-four  percent  (7h%)  cancellation  on  all 
avionics  requisitions.  During  this  same  period  fifty -eix  percent  ($6$)  of 
all  maintenance  items  were  also  cancelled.  All  cancelled  items  had  received 
valid  DAU  document  numbers  and  wore  cancelled  without  explanation  on  the  ADP 
reconciliation  summary.  Valid  reasons  far  the  cancellation  were  not  received 
by  the  consumer. 


(b)  Evaluations  Numerous  requisitions,  supported  by  valid  DSU  document 
numbers,  fail  to  appoar  on  the  ADP  reconciliation  sheet.  Requisitions  appear 
to  be  lost  between  the  DSU  and  its  source  of  supply, 

(c)  Recommendations  That  new  procedures  be  developed  which  will  insure 
that  requisitions  are  not  lost  between  DSU  and  source  of  supply. 

(d)  Command  Actions  Elements  of  this  command  will  be  advised  of  logistical 
problem  areas.  Liaison  officers  will  continue  to  be  dispatched  to  supporting 
•units  far  purposes  of  reconciling  document  registers.  Listings  of  lost  or 
unexplainably  cancelled  requisitions  will  continue  to  bo  forwarded  to  appropriate 
headquarters . 

(7)  Preposition  of  T53-L7  Engine. 

(a)  Observatic is  The  NORS  rate  in  Military  Region  I  for  engine  T53-L7> 

FSN  28UO-G9U-65l°  }  propeller  assemblies  FSN  1610-617-9735}  and  propeller 
controls  FSN  1610-671-1092  has  proven  to  be  excessive. 

(b)  Evaluations  All  of  the  above  items  are  time  change  components  at  the 
1200/1600  hour  level  of  usage.  This  unit's'  flying  hour  program  exceeds 

1200  flight  hours  per  month.  Without  consideration  far  unscheduled  fail 'ares, 
two  (2)  of  each  item  must  be  on  hand  to  avoid  unnecessary  dowr  time  on  aircraft. 
RDD  requisitions  for  these  items  have  been  cancelled  by  the  DSU  each  time 
submitted  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  AIMI  items. 

(c )  Recommendations :  That  this  unit  be  stocked  with  two  (2 )  propeller 
assemblies,  two  (2)  propeller  controls,  and  two  (2)  T53-L7  engines  to  avoid 
the  3-9  day  aircraft  down  time  (NCRS )  experienced  by  EDP  requistions . 

(d)  Comand  Actions  Command  action  has  been  taken  by  the  212th  CAB,  1st 
Aviation  Brigade  and  AMfC  aphorizing  prepositioned  stockage  of  two  (2) 
propeller  assemblies,  two  (2)  propeller  controls  and  two  (2)  T53-L7  engii  . 
However,  nonavailability  of  the  items  has  effectively  precluded  their  being 
pre*^)ositioned. 


g.  Communications 

(l)  Shortage  of  Assigned  FM  Frequencies 
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(a)  Observation :  That  due  to  the  shortage  of  assigned  PM  tactical 
frequencies,  those  in  -use  quickly  become  overcrowded  and  jawed* 

(b)  Evaluation:  An  extensive  shortage  of  FM  frequencies  has  existed  in 
Military  Region  I  for  a  considerable  time* 

(c)  Recommendation «  That  larger  quotas  far  FM  frequency  allocation  be 
assigned  suberiftbate  units  use  as  primary  and  alternate  frequencies* 

(d)  Command  Action:  Additional  frequencies  have  been  requested  through 
command/staff  channels  on  numerous  occasions  with  negative  results.  The 
212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  has  placed  emphasis  on  air  to  air  brevity 
during  unit  operations  to  reduce  radio  traffic  as  much  as  possible. 

h.  Material:  None 

i*  Other  i  None 


8  Incl  CARL  A*  WILSON  JR. 

1  -  Organizational  Chart  Structure  LTC,  IN 

2  -  Personnel  Changes  C amending 

3  -  Auth/Prasent  for  Duty  Strength 
L  -  Aircraft  Status 

5  -  Operational  -Statistics 

6  -  Sumrr.».ry  of  Significant  Enemy  Engagements 

7  -  Awards  and  Decora-1  ions 

8  -  KLA-KIA  Data 
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AVBATS-C  (6  August  1 97 1 )  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1971-RCS  CSFGR-65  (R3) 
(U) 

DA,  Headquarters,  11th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  APO  96349  21  August  1971 

TO:  Conmanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  ATTN:  AVBAGC,  APO  96384 


1  .fc)Par»graph  2,  subparagraph  f  (Logistics)  (6)  (Requisition  Cancellations) 
has  been  reviewed  by  the  S4,  11th  CAG.  An  evaluation  of  this  situation  was 
made  and  the  following  comments  are  submitted. 

a.  While  the  problem  in  question  is  not  a  new  one,  it  apparently  was 
quite  serious  during  the  reporting  period  concerned.  The  Direct  Support 
Maintenance  Units  involved  were  attached  to  the  26th  General  Support  Group 
at  Hue/Phu  Bai.  Many  requisitions  were  unexplainably  loBt,  yet  carried  a 
document  number  until  the  mon-hly  ^conciliation  summary  was  requested. 

b.  The  specific  cancelled  documents  referred  to  in  the  QR-LL  have 

since  been  reordered  by  the  131et  Military  Intelligence  Company  and  there 
has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  supply  actions  from  the  Direct  Support 
units  involved.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  constant  liaison  established 
by  the  212th  CAB  at  the  Direct  Support  unite.  Reconoil i at ions  are  demand¬ 

ed  frequently  by  the  131st  MI  Company  and  cancellations  are  now  identified 
early  enough  th  preclude  complete  supply  outages. 

c.  The  11th  CAG  has  taken  similar  action  to  establish  liaison  personnel 
at  each  Direct  Support  unit  in  the  area.  It  is  a  serious  drain  of  responsi¬ 
ble  supply  personnel  to  maintain  a  daily  check  on  the  adequacy  of  each  Direct 
Support  unit,  but  otherwise  this  group  receives  inadequate  supply  support. 

2.  This  headquarters  also  recommends  that  the  present  system  of  handling 
requisitions  between  the  Direct  Support  unit  and  source  of  supply  be  reevalu¬ 
ated.  Elimination  of  the  problems  discussed  above  will  result  in  reduced  NORS 
down  time  rates  and  a  savings  in  man  hours,  permitting  trained  supply  personnel 
now  serving  sb  liaison  to  return  to  assigned  duties.  Unit  combat  readiness  and 
deployability  will  improve  significantly. 

FCR  THE  CCMMANDER: 
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AVBAGC-S  (6  August  1971)  2nd  Ind 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report s-Les sons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  for  the  period  ending  30  April  1971  -  RCS  CSFCR-65 
(R3)  (U) 

DA*  Headquarters*  1st  Aviation  Brigade*  APO  96384  $0  AUG  1971 

TO:  Conmanding  General 
USAKV 

ATTN:  AVGCG-DST 
APO  96375 

This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  and  evaluated  the  operational  report-lessons 
learned  for  the  period  ending  30  April  1971  and  concurs. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


HAROLD  C.  PHILLIPS 
CPT,  AGC 


AVHDO-DO  (11  May  71)  3rd  Ind 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  Period  Biding  30  April  1971,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R3)  (u) 

Headquarters,  United  Statee  Aray  Vietnam,  APO  San  Ifcancisoo  96375  J|  g£p 

TO »  Co ■ sander  in  Chief,  United  Statee  Aray  Pacific,  ATTRi  GPOP-FD, 

APO  96538 

1.  Thie  Head  quart  era  haa  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Leeeona  Learned 
for  the  period  ending  30  April  1971  froa  Head  quart  ere,  212th  Coabat  Aviation 
Battalion  and  concur*  aith  ooaaente  of  indorsing  headquarters  aith  the 
exception  of  page  9,  paragraph  2d(l)i  Nonconcur.  Contrary  to  the  unit's 
consent,  the  220th  Aviation  Coapany  la  not  authorised  any  avionics  aain- 
tenance  personnel  under  MTOE  1-127FF03,  P10070,  lapleaented  by  GO  184, 

HQ  USARPAC,  5  May  1970.  Further,  there  are  no  records  at  this  office  to 
Indicate  any  increased  level  of  assigned  aircraft*  Unit  haa  been  advised 
on  the  proper  aethod  of  su  bait  ting  MTOE  or  TOE  changes. 

2.  Additional  consents  folio* 1 

a.  Reference  ltea  concerning  "Critical  MOS  Shortages,"  page 4  ,  para¬ 
graph  2a(l)  and  (2)i  Concur.  This  Headquarters  conducts  a  daily  review 
of  all  authorised  and  assigned  strengths  by  MOS.  Assignaent  of  replace- 
aents  by  this  Headquarters  is  on  an  equitable  basis  to  major  and  subordi¬ 
nate  conaande  with  distribution  to  lower  units  determined  by  those  coanands. 
The  212th  CAB  is  a  subordinate  element  of  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  and 
internal  allocation  of  resources  is  deterained  by  the  Brigade.  During  the 
current  reduction  of  forces.  Keystone  Oriole,  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  will 
retain  all  personnel  presently  assigned  to  standdown  and  drawdown  units. 

In  addition,  DA  is  informed  monthly  of  critical  shortages  in  specific 
MOSC  and  grades.  No  action  by  USARPAC  is  recommended.  Action  is  required 
by  DA  to  insure  timely  fill  of  requirements  by  MOS  and  grade. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Wing  mount  camera  system  for  0-1  air¬ 
craft,"  page  10  'i  paragraph  2f(5)>  Recommend  further  study  by  USACDC. 

This  unit  was  authorised  ten  (lO)  camera,  KA-39  under  MTOE  1-257FF03, 

P10070,  implemented  by  GO  184,  HQ  USARPAC,  5  May  1970.  This  ltea  has  been 
deleted  froa  SB  700-20  as  no  longer  required.  Unit  haa  been  so  advised. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  1 


CPT.  AGC. 

Jy  Assistant  Adjutant  Genera! 

212th  CAB 

1st  Avn  Bde 
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CPOP-FD  (11  May  71)  4th  Xnd  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Leeeone  Learned,  BQ  212th 
Coabat  Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending 
30  April  1971,  ECS  C8FOR-65  (R3)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Aray,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franciaco  96538  10  MAR  1972 

TO:  HQDA  (DAFD-ZA)  WASH  DC  20310 

Thia  headquartere  concure  in  the  eubject  report  with  the 
following  coaaent* 

Reference  ltea  concerning  "Secure  FM  Radio",  paragraph  2d, 
page  7,  MACV  hae  recently  directed  the  uee  of  a  elngle  key 
Hat  for  each  allltary  region  for  uaa  by  all  eervlcee  and 
advleore.  •  Thie  action  hae  reeolved  the  problea. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


M.  L.  MAH 
1LT,  AOC 

Aaat  AO 

Cy  furn: 

CG  USARV 
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212th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 

•'*?0  SP  963U?  (MUP,  Da  Vanp) 

:mc,  212th  CA* 

APO  oF  $63h$  (HMAFj  Da  Many) 

519th  Medical  Detachment 
AfO  J63U9  (MHflT,  Da  Nan-) 

59th  Signal  Detachment 
AFO  $63o3  (Phu  Bai) 

21st  Aviation  Company  (DA) 

APO  $637U  (Chu  Lai) 

1st  Platoon 

APO  96}h9  (WUF,  Da  Nang) 

2d  and  3rd  Platoon 
APO  9637U  (Chu  I*i) 

A /220th  Aviation  Ctfipany  (ASIC) 

APO  $63 7U  (Chu  I at) 

5let  Transportation  Detachment 
APO  9^37tf  (Chu  Lai) 

62c’  Aviation  Company  (Corpe) 

APO  $63li9  (WUF,  Da  Man**) 

131et  Aviation  Ccnpanj’’  (8A) 

APO  96300  (PV»u  Bai) 

Detachment  . 

APo  $6237  (Bdorn,  Thailand; 

220th  Aviation  Company  (0A) 

APO  ?63O0  (Phu  Bai) 

13Uth  Medical  Detachment 
APO  96308  (Phu  Bai) 

282d  Aviation  Ccnpany  (AH) 

APO  963^49  (MOT,  Da  Vang) 

FUR  Potaclvnent 

APO  963U9  (>MAP,  Da  Nans) 
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CRUlflfc  OF  CUJ-\MD  &.AFP  .  03L.'Itl:S 

wrr  or  bTiPP 
Posmar 

m 

m 

Bn  CawwvJev 

30  Mot  70 

M’C  Cerl  A,  tflloon  Jr.,  O2p«2J»-?l05  » 

Vice  IffO  Cornelius  J.  Redu,  280-26-0122  CE 

s-: 

16  Dec  70 

CW  Morrle  J,  Boyd,  572-60-0031  PA 

Ficr  ora  8hom  f;  Dmftt,  2fl4.40.9229  MI 

SJ, 

16  Deo  70 

CPT  Oeorre  K,  Key,  510-44-63%  TC 

TICE  MAJ  WilUr  M.  Buroh,  525-54-0747  4J) 

202('.  Aw  Co  (AK) 

17  Dee  70 

LW  Welter  H.  Bvrch,  525-54-0747  ID 

7IC."  HAJ  David  C,  Arnone,  1*21-46-630"  IN 

3-4 

25  Deo  70 

1!AJ  Ray  L.  Chs-ee,  550-42-22*8  T! 

VICE  CPT  Ooorre  M.  iLey,  5lO-44-8<3  34  TC 

220th  Aw  Co  (OA) 

1*  Jan  71 

HAJ  Darryl  V.  Johnson,  fl5-32-ri3  FA 

VIC'S  MAJ  Jack  L,  Onlnn,  435-62.0738  *’A 

131st  Avn  Cc  <8A) 

16  Jen  71 

liAJ  Jefferson  T.  Boultrere  Jr.,  24^-^2-1932  FA 
VIC-7  HAJ  Olv  rV«s  R.  Bledsoe,  259-3'"-l?6o  FA 

Bn  XO 

16  Jen  71 

HAJ  Oberlea  H.  ^Iwraoe,  259-38-l?to  fA 

VICE  KAJ  John  K.  3tdcee  III,  55l-l!4-?035  J'V 

HJ!C  CO 

16  Jen  71 

CVS  Denied.  T,  Coroae,  278-38-8733  IN 

VICE  CPI  Loris  T.  Drteelneld  Jr.,  220-42-9175  j 

S-3 

17  Jen  71 

!iAJ  Jec'i  L,  Oulnn,  435-62-0733  FA. 

VKTS  K  J  Jefferson  V.  Bonlvsre  Jr.,  24  --2-‘>3r- 

3-1 

15  Feb  71 

CPI’  Robert  V,  5?jiln*i;uflch,  264-62-0210  FA 

VICE  OTT  Ronald  D.  Motherehavph,  2*60-70— v;. 

62d  Avn  Co  (CORLtf) 

15  Feb  71 

MW  Ronald  E.  Hit  non,  53^-30-37°2  C’  l 

VICE  HAJ  rinrull  I.  Sloan,  465-40-V>64  V. 

Bn  XO 

1*  Feb  71 

MW  Sherrill  0.  Lev,  262-^4-9119  1" 

VICE  MAJ  Charles  R.  Dlodeoe,  259-33-lf  '* )  pa 

C-3 

16  Feb  71 

t 

TAJ  Nurwll  L,  Sloan,  465-U0-4O64  v\ 

VIOC  14J  Jec’:  L.  Oulnn,  43^-62-071’  iN 

2 lot  Avr  I '  ,UA) 

IB  Feb  71 

CfT  Jenr”  W.  Olan,  255-62. 1678  U! 

VICE  MAJ  Marshall  J,  Fayert:,  427-72-.', 203  t 

3-2 

5  Her  71 

OIT  Marvin  •»  Levine,  266-46-8591  >A 

VI®  err  Morrle  J,  loyd,  572-60-^31  FA 
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Proaent  For  Duty  Strength 
Authorised  and  Present  For  Duty  Strength 


(1)  Military 

SUBORDINATE 

win 

OFFICERS 
AUTH  0/H 

WO 

AUTH  0/H 

AUTH^Q/H 

TOTAL 
AUTH  0/H 

HHC 

20 

23 

3 

U 

85 

111 

106 

138 

519th  Med  Det 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

9 

8 

10 

2l3t  Avn  Co  (UA) 

32 

17 

2 

15 

89 

91 

123 

123 

62d  Avn  Co  (Corpe ) 

12 

Hi 

22 

23 

111 

96 

H*5 

133 

131st  Avn  Co  (SA) 

19 

27 

22 

12 

290 

2U2 

331 

281 

220th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

4l 

18 

2 

18 

103 

106 

1L6 

1 1*2 

59th  Sig  Det 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

u 

6 

5 

13Uth  lied  Det 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

7 

6 

8 

2 8 2d  Avn  Co  (AH) 

19 

28 

51 

U3 

218 

218 

288 

289 

A/2 2 8th  Avn  Co  (ASH) 

9 

12 

26 

16 

132 

119 

167 

11*7 

5lst  Maint  Det 

1 

0 

1 

1 

70 

30 

72 

31 

FLIR  Det 

3 

1 

? 

7 

23 

23 _ 

35 

31 

212th  CAB  TOTALS 

158 

1U2 

139 

il-0 

llliO  1056 

11*37  1338 

(2)  Civilian 
SUBCRDIKATE 

wins 

DAC 

AUTH  0/H 

VN 

AUTH  0/H 

3rd  Natl 
AUTH  0/H 

Tec  Rep 
AUTH  0/H 

HHC 

0 

0 

U 

U 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21st  Avn  Co  (UA) 

0 

0 

u 

U 

0 

0 

- 

m 

62d  Avn  Co  (Corpa) 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

1 

131st  Avn  Co  (SA) 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

8 

u 

220th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

282d  Avn  Co  (AH) 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

A/228th  Avn  Co  (ASH) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5lst  liaint  Det 

0 

_o _ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

_0_ 

212th  CAB  TOTAL 

0 

0 

1*6 

U6 

0 

0 

8 

5 
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212th  CAB  TOTAI2  i  5U,302  \  78,736  :  139,19U  I  22,6W*  362  392 


212th  CAB  OPiBATIOMAL  STATISTICS 
Period  Boding  30  April  1971 
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SUMMAHT  OF  SIGNIFICANT  3!ESil  STGATtEMENTS 

I*  On  1  Hot  1970,  five  (9)  UH-lH«a  and  two  (2)  UH-JC’b  of  the  282nd  Aviation 
Company  (AH)  conducted  an  eagle  flight  in  supper  t  <f  the  Quang  Da  Special  Zone 
at  coordinates  AT  980600,  On  touchdown,  the  flight  came  under  intense  enemy- 
fire  resulting  in  one  (3)  gunner  KIA  aid  four  (hj  passengers  and  one  (l)VNAF 
Pilot  WIA. 

2,  On  3  Nov  1970,  a  light  fire  team  of  the  282nd  Aviation  Company  (AH)  flew 
in  support  of  the  Quang  Da  Special  Zone  for  troops 'in  contact  at  coordinates' 

BT  0660  resulting  in  eight  (8)  structures  damaged  and  sixteen  (l6)  enemy  KBA, 

3*  On  20  Dec  1970,  seven  (7)  UH-IH* s  ani  two  UH-1C*  s  of  the  282nd  Aviation 
Canpany  (AH)  supported  the  Quang  Da  Special  Zone*  Two  (2)  aircraft  received 
damage  from  enemy  fire  and  six  hundred  -  fifty  nine  ( 659)  HVN  Soldiers  were 
transported  in  this  operation* 

U*  On  22  Dec  1970,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  observed  three  (3)  enemy  soldiers  at  coordinates  BS  h7073U*  Artillery  was 
employed  resulting  in  three  (3)  enemy  KIA, 

9*  On  2li  Dec  1970,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  <f  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
observed  an  estimated  NVA  battalion  at  coordinates  BS  329961*,  Artillery  was 
employed  resulting  in  the  following  BDA  reported  by  AKVN  Forces*  Fifteen  ( 19) 

NVA  KIA,  twenty  (20)  structures  destroyed,  onehmdred  (100)  Bl*0  rockets 
destrejyed,  nine  (?)  radios,  three  (3)  crew  served  weapons,  and  seven  (7) 

AK-1*7  rifles  captured* 

6*  On  11  Jan  1971,  the  pilot  of  ai  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  observed  fisr.e  (9)  NVA  soldiers  at  coordinates  YD  233799*  Artillery  was 
employed  with  three  (3)  NVA  probable  KBA, 

7*  On  15  Jan  1971,  the  pilot  of  ai  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Ccti>y  y 
(UA)  sighted  five  ( 9)  enemy  soldiers  at  coordinates  XD  922692,  Artillery 
was  utilised  with  undetermined  results.  At  YD  129768 ,  four  (U)  enemy  personnel 
were  sighted  aid  engaged  with  2,79"  rockets  resulting  in  two  (2)  possible  KBA, 

8,  On  16  Jan  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
flighted  a  truck  at  coordinates  YD  309082,  An  Air  strike  was  called  resulting 
in  destruction  of  the  truck, 

9*  On  17  Jan  1971,  the  pilot  of  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Ccrapany 
flighted  seven  (7)  enemy  troops  and  one  (1)  truck  at  coordinates  YD  122097*  A 
tactical  airstriicB  was  employed  vtth  two  (2)  enemy  KBA  and  one  (l)  truck  destroyed, 

ID,  On  19  Jan  1971,  tba  pilot  tf  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  Canpany 
(UA)  observe*  three  (3)  VA  at  coordinates  AT  931*088,  evading  into  a  cave. 
Artillery  was  requested  resulting  in  three  (3)  enemy  ICEA  and  the  cave  destroyed, 

11,  On  20  Jan  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  discovered  a  large  enemy  complex  at  coordinates  BS  227868,  Artillery  was 
requested  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  two  (2)  hootches  and  thirteen  (13) 

bunkers. 
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12*  On  21  Jan  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  Obi  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  an  enemy  bunker  complex  at  coordinates  ID  21*0780#  A  tactical 
airetrike  free  employed  Tilth  three  (3)  bunkers  destroyed  aral  two  (2)  secondary 
explosions* 

13#  On  25  Jen  1971,  the  pilot  of  ai  0-1  aircraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  ooserved  an  enemy  base  camp  at  coordinates  XC  217016*  A  tactical  airstrike 
waa  employed  resulting  in  fifteen  (3$)  hootches  and  six  (6)  bunkers  destroyed 
with  three  (3)  hootches  daaStged* 

14*  On  20  Feb  1971,  the  pilot  cf  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  tfaerved  seven  to  ten  (7-30)  NVA  troops  at  coordinates  ID  240132*  A 
tactical  airstrike  waa  employed  resulting  in  one  (1)  KBA  aad  five  possible  KBA* 

15*  On  20  Feb  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Cqnpany 
(UA)  sj  hted  two  (2)  enemy  trucks  and  an  unknown  number-  of  enemy  soldiers*  A 
tact-*-  i  airstrike  was  employed  resulting  in  two  (2)  trucks  destroyed  and  five 
(5*  probable  enemy  troops  KBA* 

16*  On  21  Feb  1971,  the  pilot  of  aa  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  a  (thirty-seven)  37m  aiti-aircraft  site  at  coordinates  ID  237045* 
An  airstrike  was  requested  resulting  in  one  (l)  enemy  37m  position  damaged, 
three  (3)  bunkers  destroyed,  and  one  (1)  KBA, 

1?«  On  22  Feb  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  observed  two  (2)  enemy  trucks  at  coordinates  XD  630630*  Artillery  was 
utilized  to  destroy  both  trucks*  Additionally,  at  coordinates  ID  235089  a 
tactical  airstrike  waa  utilised  to  destroy  a  (twelve  point  five)  I2*5mm  anti¬ 
aircraft  position, 

18#  On  26  Feb  1971,  the  pilot  (fan  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  observed  six  (6)  NVA  near  two  (2)  bunkers  at  ID  185032*  An  airstrike  was 
requested  resulting  in  three  (3)  IB^  one  (3)  bunker  destroyed  and  one  (1) 
secondary  explosion* 

19*  On  27  Feb -1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  one  hundred  (lOO)  NVA  troope  and  several  trucks  at  ID  605459* 
Artillery  was  requested  but  results  were  negative  due  to  air strikes  In  the  ares, 

20,  On  28  Ifeb  1971#  the  pilot of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  four  (4)  enemy  soldiers  at  BS  536396*  Artillery  was  request*! 

resulting  in  three  (3)  enemy  DA* 

•  • 

21*  On  28  Feb  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aL  rcraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  a  tracked  vehiole  at  XD  539505*  China  hips  weir  employed  resulting 
in  destruction  of  the  vehiole* 

22*  On  1  Mar  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  one  (l)  onery  build oser*  Tac  Air  was  requested  resulting  in  de¬ 
struction  of  the  bulldoser  aid  one  (1)  enemy  soldier  KBA* 

23*  On  6  Mar  1971.  sixteen  (1$)  UH-JH’s  and  two  (2)  UH-OC's  of  the  282nd  ' 
Aviation  Company  (AH)  conducted  a  combat  assault  In  succort  of  IAM  SOI  729* 

24  **  |  CONFIDENTIAL 


>>/ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Gas  (3)  BH-3H  aircraft  vac  foroed  to  1mA  at  XZ  nope  duo  to  battla  d— ago, 

2iu  Oft  IS  Mar  1971,  two  (2)  BH-30*s  of  tha  212nd  Aviation  Company  (AH)  re¬ 
ceived  lntenoa  mall  araa  flro  vhlla  conducting;  a  ocmbat  assault  operation  la 
Quang  Kan  Province*  lead  airoraft  reosived’ numerous  hit*  aid  all  four  (ij) 
crewmembers  sustained  minor  shrapnel  wounds* 

2$#  On  12  Mar  3971.  tho  pilot  of  ai  0-1  airoraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  ens  (y  Sampan  at  ID  23961*  (tans hips  were  requested  resulting  in 
one  (3)  KBA  and  0 tad  (1)  sampan  damaged* 

26*  On  21  Mar  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  airoraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  sighted  oight  (ft)  to  toi  (10)  enemy  soldiers  at  coordinates  ID  2$2820*  A 
tactical  alrfttriko  was  conducted  with  one  (3)  HVA  KBA  and  threo  (3)  additional 
probable  KBA. 

/ 

27.  On  21*.  Mar  3971#  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  airoraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Gcmp«y 
lUA)  sighted  twenty  (20)  NVA  Tanks  at  2S  6436*  Artillery  uas  adjusted  resulting 
in  five  (5)  tasks  destroyed  with  twelve  (12)  seoondazr  explosions*  In 
sddttlsa,  alrstrlkos  trero  requested  resulting  In  ten  (30)  tanks  destroyed  and 
extensive  secondary  explosions* 

28*  On  21*  Mar  3971,  tho  pilot  of  an  0-1  airoraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
(\M)  observed  a  largo  base  oorxp  at  HI'  308735*  Artillary  was  employed  resulting 
in  the  destruction  of  fourteen  (lit)  structures  and  twelve  (32)  bunkore  while 
Asaagfns  five  (5)  structures  and  three  (3)  bunkers* 

29*  (ta  2h  Kar  3971,  the  pilot  of  an  .0-1  airoraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  f fghtedf  our  (4)  oneny  aoJjdiSr*  at  ZD  739369*  Guns  hips  wore  employed 
resulting  in  four  (4)  KBA* 

30*  On  25  Mar  1971,  tho  pilot  of  an  0-1  airoraft  from  tho  220th  Aviation  Com¬ 
pany  (DA)  sighted  ten  (30)  NVA  soldier*  at  coordinates  XD  705382*  A  tactical 
alrstrlke  was  conductod  resulting  in  six  (6)  confirmed  HVA  KBA*  At  coordinates' 
ZD  731367  an  additional  thirty-five  (35)  to  forty  (IgO)  IJVA  troops  were  sighted* 
Artillery  was  ormloyod  resulting  in  twenty  (20)  KBA  ad  tirenty  (20)  probable 
KBA* 

31*  On  30  liar  3971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  tha  220th  Aviation  Company 
(BA)  adjusted  artillery  on  one  (3)  hootch  resulting  in  thirteen  (13)  sec  oik1  ary 
explosions*  Additionally,  the  observer  sighted  two  (2)  NVA  aid  four  3 22m 
rockets.  Artillery  ires  requested  resulting  in  fourteen  (Hi)  bunkers  destroyed 
and  two  (2)  probable  KBA* 

32*  On  1  Apr  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  airoraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Ccmpoiy 
(BA)  Observed  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  (25-35)  HVA  troops  at  coordinates 
ZD  7521*77*  An  alrstriks  was  requested  resulting  in  seven  (7)  KBA  and  ten  (30) 
probable  KBA* 

33*  On  7  Apr  3971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  airoraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(BA)  sighted  three  (3  )  HVA  soldiers*  An  airotrike  was  requested  resulting  in 
two  (2)  KBA  at  ID  315015*  At  ID  803076,  ton  (30)  bunkers  wort  sighted  and  f? red 
on  by  artillery  resulting  In  destruction  of  all  ton  (30)  bunkers* 
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3U*  On  8  Apr  1571*  two  (2)  UHJC'i  of  the  282nd  Aviation  Company  (AH)  engaged 
five (^7'  enemy  hoofcohes  at  coordinates  AT  90550$  resulting  in  tfce  destruction 
of  three  (3)  structures  and  damaging  the  other  two*  Additionally,  one  (l) 
bunleer  was  destroyed  and  fourteen  (Hr)  enemy  KBA# 

35*  On  13  Apr  1°71»  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  21st  Aviation  CcmpAny 
(CA)  observed  ten  (2D)  enemy  troops  enter  a  bunker  at  coordinates  IS  798U78* 
Artillery  resulted  in  destruction  of  the  bunker  and  thirteen  (13)  probable  KBA# 

36*  On  16  Apr  1971,  the  pilot  of  an  0-1  aircraft  of  the  220th  Aviation  Company 
(UA)  observed  a  lar®s  truck  off  route  93M*  A  Tac  Air  strlkB  resulted  in 
destruction  of  the  truck. 
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Those  Who  Died  In  The  Republic  of  Viet nan 
1  If  ov  70  -  30  Apr  71 


1  Nov  70 

s?u 

Joseph  E,  Ruhlinger 

282nd 

Hostile 

2  Nov  70 

SFU 

John  C,  King 

131st 

MIA  to  KEA 

2  Nov  70 

CTT2 

George  H.  Rogalla 

131st 

MIA  to  KIA 

15  Nov  70 

OPT 

Richard  W,  Salmond 

116th 

Non -Hostile 

1?  II  ov  70 

CW2 

Benton  L .  Hiller 

C/3/17 

Man-Hostile 

19  11  ov  70 

W01 

Thomas  A.  Knopik 

C/3/17 

N on-Hostile 

26  Nov  70 

FFC 

David  E(  Killian 

62nd 

Non -Hostile 

k  har  71 

OPT 

James  J.  Shereck 

131st 

Non -Hostile 

28  Apr  71 

CW2 

William  G.  Hasselman 

282nd 

N on-Hostile 

J]ur[  q 
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